CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS! This newsletter confirms we have received your 1999 dues, and
that you are a paying member, and active supporter
of the Rustic FAC Association. Through your contributions and membership, you enable the Rustic
FAC Association to continue to promote camaraderie and future reunions for its members, and to support worthy projects of interest to the FAC community at large. Thank you for your continued financial
support!
NEXT RUSTIC FAC REUNION: 23-26 Sep 1999,
Ft Walton Beach, Fl., at the beautiful Ramada Plaza
Beach Resort. Start making your plans now to join all
your Rustic friends at this great gathering. Be sure to
bring your wife or significant other. This will be a
memorable weekend filled with camaraderie, sun and
fun, fresh seafood, a bit of sailing and a tour of Hurlburt
Field and the Air Commando Museum. Plus, you can
pick up your personal copy of the soon-to-be published
Rustic Book: THE RUSTICS - A TOP SECRET AIR
WAR IN CAMBODIA. Registration forms will be
mailed to you in the July 1999 newsletter.
RUSTIC WEBSITE ON-LINE: Check us out! We’re
at: www.rustic.org
Many thanks go to Lendy Edwards who has done a marvelous job in getting our website up and running. Information on the website includes:

Reunion Planning Update
Rustic Web Page Information
Reunion Guest Speaker Announced
FAC Memorial Update
One Liners
Rustic History Book Update
Cambodia Update
Cambodia Visit – Interested?

Rustic Directory, Association Application Form, Reunion News, Rustic Newsletters, O-2 and OV-10 pictures,
Patches, and ‘hot links’ to websites for the Raven
FACs, the OV-10 Association, and the Air Commando
Association. We plan to keep this website current and
will post new information and all newsletters as they
become available. Lendy plans to periodically post different photos/pictures on the website to include pictures
from our Rustic tours of duty and our past reunions.

www.rustic.org for the latest Rustic news
ME, GET A COMPUTER? If you haven’t joined the
cyber world yet, the Rustic website is one more good
reason for you to consider getting your first computer.
It’ll open up a whole new world to you and, with E mail
capability, you’ll be amazed to see how easy it is to keep
in touch with all your Rustic buddies - a push of a button
will simultaneously send your letters and messages to
everyone you desire - all at once. What a deal! Actually,
it’s the computer that has helped make our reunions such
a big success and without it, we would probably not
have attempted such an ambitious book project.
QUARTERLY REUNION PLANNING MEETING/REUNION SCHEDULE : Lendy and Sue Edwards hosted the local Emerald Coast Rustic reunion
planning meeting at their home on Wednesday, 10 Feb.
Those in attendance were Claude and Tona Newland,
Bill Sleigh, Don Echelberger, and the Edwards. Jim
Lester was unable to attend due to a previous engagement. A tentative Reunion agenda was approved. This
years reunion will have many of the same elements as
our very successful first reunion. (However, we know it
is the attendees that make every reunion special.) We
will modify the Hurlburt Field tour, and will include a
short visit to the newly open Air Commando Museum
prior to having lunch at the Hurlburt Field Soundside
Club. A sunset sailing cruise will again be offered on
Friday afternoon with dinner at the popular Lucky Snapper restaurant. Saturday’s events will include golf and
optional activities in the morning, a business meeting at
1430, and a spectacular Rustic banquet on Saturday
night.
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REUNION GUEST SPEAKER: Mark Berent, known as “Papa Wolf”, will be our guest speaker at this years banquet. Mark, a former commander of an F-4 fast unit, was stationed in Phnom Penh at the Air Attaché office during
much of the Cambodian war and worked closely with the
U.S. Embassy staff. As a result of his posting, he gained a unique perspective of the Cambodian campaign and developed a first-hand knowledge of Rustic FAC operations.He is the author of several books on the Southeast Asia conflict, and is highly sought after as a speaker. He is also a marathon runner. (He says he would have attend our first reunion, except that he had already made a commitment to participate in the Marine Corps Marathon in Wash D.C. that
weekend) We look forward to having Mark as our guest speaker!
NEW FOUND RUSTICS/CAMBODIANS: Unfortunately, no ‘missing’ Rustics have been found since our last
newsletter; however, a former Cambodian AT-28 pilot, 1/Lt Theng Taing, has found us. “TT”, as he is called, says he
would like to attend our upcoming reunion. He was trained by the USAF at Udorn, Thailand, where he met his wife.
They are celebrating their 25th anniversary in July; have four children; and he and his wife are both Senior Computer
Scientists. He said he was the last pilot in his group to drop bombs on Pochenton Airport on the last day of the war in
1974 when “the animal Khmer Rouge took over Phnom Penh.” His e mail address is: ttaing@aol.com
FAC MEMORIAL - UPDATE: The KIA names presently on the FAC memorial at Hurlburt Field are being posted
on the Rustic Website. This memorial name list is incomplete. There are numerous KIA FACs whose names should be
on this memorial, but are missing. If you know of any names that need to be added, please advise Don Echelberger at:
echelberg@aol.com or (850)664-5444. Please pass this word to your other FAC buddies. Don is working with the
Hurlburt Air Park Committee to add the missing KIA names to the new memorial that will be erected NLT SEP 1999.
Don requests you send him the KIA’s complete name, FAC call sign, date of death, and location of shoot down, etc., if
known. Time is getting short to get this list accurately updated, so your help is urgently requested. [Note: we plan to
visit the new memorial during our tour of Hurlburt Field at the next reunion].
HELP NEEDED - SUPPORT FOR CAMBODIANS TO ATTEND THE 1999 REUNION: The Rustics would
again like to voluntarily assist our Cambodian friends who would like to attend our next reunion. If you would like to
help ensure their attendance, please make a check out to “Rustics” (designated ‘for Cambodians’) and send to Lendy
Edwards (treasurer) at 11 Poplar Ave. Shalimar, FL 32579. Recommended donation is $10-$20. Many thanks to those
who have already contributed to this fund, or have indicated a ‘pledge’ to do so. If you pledged a donation, please
send in your contribution now. Your continued support will ensure that these comrades-in-arm, and kindred spirits
are with us again in 1999. I’m sure you’ll agree, their presence adds a certain grace and priceless dimension to the fellowship enjoyed at each Rustic reunion.
ONE LINERS:
1) Mark Berent has accepted our invitation to write the ‘Forward’ for our new book: The Rustics - A Top Secret Air
War in Cambodia.
2) Dick Green, Rustic 11, (who lives in Australia) will be in Wash. D.C. on 18-24 April 99 at the HQ for ITT Defense International in Tyson Corners.
3) The Third ANZUS (Australian, New Zealand, United States) FAC reunion is being held in Sydney, Australia
on 22-25 Apr 99. All FACs are invited. For info: www.ozemail.com.au/~pdcondon.
4) Need Artwork Suggestions: Rustic Hats and T-shirts will again be made available at this years reunion; if you
have any suggestions for artwork for the T-shirts, please contact Bill Sleigh at “sleigh@bsc.net” or (850) 8971045.
5) Dick Wood has a great recipe for “Dishwasher Salmon” which I highly recommend. No kidding!! He served up a
delicious steamed salmon (cooked in the dishwasher) as an hors d’ oeuvre to Jim Reese, Doug Aitken, and
Claude Newland during the book’s ‘Big Edit’ in Snohomish, WA. Scrumpshish!!
6)

HOW GOES THE RUSTIC BOOK PROJECT?

The Book is written!!

HOW YOU CAN HELP: If you haven’t ordered your copy(s) of THE RUSTICS - A TOP SECRET AIR WAR IN
CAMBODIA, it is time to do so now! Time is getting short! To date, we have received orders for approximately 80
books. We must tell the printer how many copies we want published in the near future, so we need to receive your order(s) as soon as possible. We have also received book ‘loans’ in the amount of $1800.00 to help buy additional copies. However, this only equates to an extra 43 books. Our goal is to print at least 300 copies to keep our unit price
2
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down. The only sure way to guarantee you’ll get a book, is to order one – so, do it today. (Book order form is at the
end of this newsletter.)
KUDOS TO ALL: Thanks to all those who submitted personal stories/inputs, and to the hard work of our chapter coordinators and the members of the Book Review Committee, the book has been completed. The final “Big Edit” took
place at Dick Wood’s house in Snohomish, WA for three days in Jan. Doug Aitken, Jim Reese, and Claude Newland
assisted Dick with the edit. And a big job it was--eighteen hour days of mind numbing attention to detail—but it was
worth it. We now have a finished book of which we think you will be very proud. Oh yes, we did find some time to
enjoy the local restaurants and sample some great northwest salmon. Our sincere thanks to Dick and his wife,
Priscilla, for being such wonderful hosts.
BOOK SIZE AND FINAL DETAILS: The book will be approx. 300 pages - which includes at least 32 pages of
pictures and several maps.) Doug Aitken is completing the photo layouts now. Dick Roberds and others are doing one
final ‘proofing’ of the manuscript. Jim Reese, the Book Project Chairman, is having a pre-meeting with the printers
on 29 March 99 in Ohio to work out last minute coordination. Once the book review committee has reviewed/approved the photo layouts, the final manuscript will be sent to the printers on 15 Apr 99. Our goal: to have
the books available for distribution at our 23-26 Sep 99 Rustic reunion. Hope to see you there.
CAMBODIA UPDATE: (Recent Newspaper Article)
ANLONG VENG, Cambodia, (AP) 10 Feb 99. The last holdouts from a once mighty Khmer Rouge guerrilla army
were inducted into the Cambodian military Tuesday, opening what was hailed as a new era of peace after almost three
decades of bloodshed. Some 1,700 guerrillas shed their rifles, shed their green Chinese-style outfits and put on crisp
new government uniforms, in a reconciliation ceremony repeated often in recent years during the rebel’s group’s decline and fall. Anlong Veng, 200 miles northwest of Phnom Penh, had been the last stronghold of the guerrilla group
until it was captured in April last year. “We are entering a new era where all Cambodians are reunited,” said CoDefense Minister Tea Banh, who presided along with Khem Ngoun, the last top commander of the guerrilla. “Peace
now prevails all over Cambodia, creating favorable conditions for our nation’s development.” …Only one senior
Khmer Rouge remains at large - one legged army chief Ta Mok. Known as “The Butcher” for his brutality, Ta Mok
and about 100 diehard loyalists are still being sought by the government, Tea Banh said.”
RETURN VISIT TO CAMBODIA. What do you think? Is it time for those who put off their earlier plans to make a return
visit to Cambodia and Southeast Asia, to reconsider? Perhaps the political climate is such that a return trip might now be feasible.
How about a visit in the year 2000? If you’re interested, contact Claude Newland (850) 654-2955. Let’s develop a plan.

RUSTIC BOOK ORDER FORM
THE RUSTICS - A TOP SECRET AIR WAR IN CAMBODIA
Please Reserve
books for me: X 40.00 Cost Per Book =
(Number of books)

$__________

GIFT BOOKS: I would like to donate the following amount towards the purchase of special gift books.
These important books will be used to honor selected Rustics friends (Cambodians, person who writes Forward,
Library of Congress, etc., as approved by the Book Committee.)
$__________
LOAN: To increase our initial book print order, and thereby reduce our cost per book, I would like to make an interest
free loan to the Rustics in the amount indicated to be used specifically towards the purchase of extra books.
$__________
Please indicate preference for method of loan repayment:
______ I desire my loan be repaid to me once the extra books have been sold.
______ I desire my loan be used to pay my future annual Rustic Association dues.
TOTAL: $__________
I can’t pay the full amount now, but here is my first monthly installment payment of:

$__________

Name______________________________Address_________________________________________________
If a paper back version of the book is also printed (offered at a lower price), I would be interested in ordering _____additional
copies .
Please make check payable to: “Rustics” Mail this order form to: Lendy Edwards, 11 Poplar Ave Shalimar, FL 32579
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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FOR THE LATEST RUSTIC NEWS:

www.rustic.org

REUNI0N DATES: 23-26 SEP 99, Ramada Plaza Beach
Resort, Ft Walton Beach, FL.
IT’S TIME TO REGISTER: Can you believe it? It’s been
almost two years since our historic first Rustic reunion.
Where has the time gone? The first-ever Rustic FAC reunion
was an unqualified success, and by popular demand, we’ll be
holding our second reunion 23-26 Sep 99. If you didn’t make
the first reunion, you missed a great gathering. We plan to
make this reunion just as memorable, so come join us for a
great time on the beautiful beaches of the Emerald Coast.
This is a terrific opportunity to take a well-deserved
vacation, visit with your old buddies, make new friends, get
an update on what’s happening in SEA, and pick up your
personal copy(s) of our newly published book “The Rustics:
A Top Secret Air War In Cambodia”. You’ll be glad you
came!
And, be sure to bring your spouse or significant other.
The one regret we heard at the last reunion was from those
who did not bring their mates, and they overwhelmingly said
they wished they had.
Please fill out the enclosed Registration Form and mail
it, along with your check, to Lendy Edwards. Plan to do
this right away so you don’t forget. See you there! (Be
sure to save this newsletter—it has a lot of helpful
information about the reunion.)
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Reunion News
History Book Update
All FAC Memorial
Reunion Hotel and Travel Information

“THE RUSTICS - A TOP SECRET AIR WAR IN
CAMBODIA”: If you haven’t ordered your copy(s) of the
Rustic book yet, send a check payable to “Rustics” to Lendy
Edwards at 11 Poplar Ave, Shalimar, FL 32579. Cost is $40
per book (plus $4 per book for shipping and handling if you
want the book(s) mailed to you.) If you’re attending the
reunion, there is no handling fee since you can pick up your
book(s) at the reunion. This book is destined to be a
collector’s item! It'
s an 81/2 X 11 hardbound coffee table
style book which tells the entire Rustic Story. It has approx.
300 pages, and includes 48 pages of Rustic photographs.
There will be a limited printing of 300 books, so don’t be left
out. To date, we have sold 215 copies. You might want to
consider buying a few extra copies as keepsakes for your
family members; especially, your children or grandchildren
NEW FAC MEMORIAL AT HURLBURT FIELD: As
previously reported, Hurlburt Field is planning to install a
new FAC memorial in the Hurlburt Air Park. The question
is, will the names of each KIA FAC be inscribed on the
memorial? We think they should be! 200+ names have been
identified so far. We are still working on this list, so it may
grow a bit. We have learned that the cost for a bronze plaque
with all the names is approx. $6000. Hurlburt Field will pay
for a generic memorial, but the expense of a bronze plaque
(with names) will have to be paid for with private funds.
Our plan is to develop proposed layout(s) for the bronze
plaque, in conjunction with the Air Park Committee, and
present these proposals at the Rustic reunion business
meeting on 26 Sep. If approved, the Rustics will then send
out a mass mailing to the FAC Net, Ravens, Rustics, and
ANZAC FAC groups in Oct 98 to raise the necessary funds.
Our objective is to raise the money by Feb 00—the new
memorial must be in place by May 00—so time is of the
essence.
If 300 FACs were to voluntarily donate $20, we could
easily raise the required $6,000. This memorial will be one
the entire FAC community will be proud of and it will be a
fitting and lasting tribute to our fallen comrades and friends
whom we must not forget.
Don Echelberger is the Rustic coordinator man for
this project. If you have any questions, or inputs, contact
him at 850-664-5444, or e-mail: echelberg@aol.com

New Found Rustics
Reunion Schedule of Events
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS: The reunion is being held
once again at the beautiful Ramada Plaza Beach Resort on
Okaloosa Island, Ft Walton Beach. (See enclosed
brochure.) A block of rooms, with special discounted rates,
have been reserved for the reunion in the name of “Rustic
FAC Reunion”. This is a beautiful facility …all rooms have
two double beds and are very nicely appointed. The rates
have gone up a little since our last reunion, but the location
will make this an unforgettable experience.

Rate: $50/night + 10%
Economy Motel (850) 244-7676
Super 8 Motel (850) 244-4999
Destin: (4 miles east of Ramada)
Days Inn (850) 837-4667, 1800 DAYS INN
Hampton Inn (850) 654-2677
All things being equal, the extra cost for a “standard” room
at the Ramada will be well worth the money for the
outstanding facility, plus convenience of not needing a car.
We will pick you up if you are arriving at the Okaloosa
County Airport (Eglin AFB).
ARRIVING BY AIR? If you plan to fly out for the
reunion, the closest commercial airport is the Okaloosa
County Airport (Eglin AFB-joint field) - about a 25 minute
drive to the Ramada. This airport is served by Northwest
(DC-9s), The Delta Connection Carrier (ATR-66s and
Regional Jets), Trans Air (DC-9s), and US Air Express
(Turbo-props). The Pensacola Regional Airport is located
about 50 miles west. Pensacola is served by Delta,
Northwest, American, and United.

Each family must make their own reservations by calling
reservations at 1-800-874-8962. Tell them you are attending
the Rustic FAC reunion and would like the Rustic FAC
reunion rate. Room rates are:
LOCATION (overlooking)
COST:
“Standard” (Parking Lot)
$80/night
same size/type room as the courtyard/pool rooms
“Courtyard” (Courtyard)
$85/night
“Poolside Towers” (Pool)
$90/night
High-rise tower with room facing pool
“Gulf front” Towers (Gulf)
$95/night
High-rise tower with room facing Gulf front
MISC: Add 10% tax to all room rates. Our Rustic Hootch
is located in a separate building on the east side of the
Waterfall Lagoon. All room locations will get you a nice
room.
ALTERNATIVE HOTELS: Rooms are also available at
the Sea Isle Motel which is located across the street and
about a half block to the west of the Ramada (within easy
walking distance). It’s a very nice motel, and rooms are
Approx. $50.00/night+10% tax. Continental breakfast
included, no restaurant, small pool. Call 1800-408-2200.
Other motels (no special rates contracted) which will
require you to have a car:
Ft Walton Beach: (2 miles west of Ramada)
Soundside Inn (850) 243-6162

GOUND TRANSPORTATION: If you’re arriving by air
at the Okaloosa County Airport, the reunion committee can
pick you up at the airport and give you a ride back to the
airport on your departure date. (Just indicate your desire to
have us pick you up—see Registration Form.) You won’t
need to rent a car, unless that is your preference. Rental cars
(Hertz, Avis, National, and Budget) are available at the
airport. Airport taxi service and commercial shuttles are also
available. The Ramada does not provide shuttle service to
the airport. If you are arriving at the Pensacola Regional
Airport, you’ll need to rent a car. If you can get to the
Ramada, without renting a car, you shouldn’t need one for
the rest of the weekend. Sufficient POVs/cars should be
available to meet all of our transportation needs once
everyone arrives at the hotel since many members drive to
the reunion. Free bus transportation is provided for the tour
of Hurlburt Field on Friday.
OPTIONAL SUNSET SAILING CRUISE/SEAFOOD
DINNER: We have again chartered the Daniel Webster
Clements sailing
schooner for an optional
sunset sailing cruise
from the nearby scenic
Destin harbor for Friday
afternoon/evening. This
event was well received
at our last reunion. Cost
is $23 per person, which
includes drinks. Space is
limited to the first 48
people who sign up on a
first-come, first-serve
first-come, first-serve basis (See Registration Form). You’ll
probably see dolphins swimming around the ship while on
the sailing cruise.

Group reservations have also been made for dinner at the
popular Lucky Snapper Restaurant (Destin Harbor,
overlooking Destin’s East Pass) immediately following the
sailing cruise. Order off the menu. All are invited. Menu
selection is good and prices are reasonable ($7-$20.)
Transportation to and from these events will be by POV.
Bring your camera.
FINANCIAL REPORT: A full report of the Rustic
General Fund will be made at our annual reunion business
meeting. Suffice to say that we are operating well into the
black.
CAMBODIAN ATTENDENCE AT THE REUNION:
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the fund to again
help our Cambodian friends attend this year’s reunion. To
date, this fund has $675.00. If you haven’t contributed, but
would like to do so, see registration form.
NEXT NEWSLETTER: A newsletter will be mailed to
you in late August to let you know who is planning to attend
the reunion, and will give you any last minute updates. If
you have any questions about the reunion, contact Claude
Newland, 1-850-654-2955, or cnewland@gnt.net.
NEW FOUND RUSTICS: Pilots: Dave Van Dyke, Mike
Wilson, and Bob Ryals; Maintainers: Swanson ‘Rae’
Crumpler. To date, we have located 181 Rustic personnel.
This includes pilots, interpreters, intell, maintainers, radio
operators, and Cambodia Friends. We are still looking for
approximately 40 ‘missing’ Rustics.

ONE LINERS:
1) Reunion Banquet Speaker is Mark Berent, “Papa
Wolf,” former USAF Air Attaché to Cambodia, and
published author.
2) Information on a possible Spring or Fall return trip to
Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam in 2000 will be
available in upcoming newsletters and at the reunion.
3) Don Mercer plans to give a debrief of his recent trip to
Cambodia and Vietnam at the reunion.
4) For information on the October 8-10 OV-10 “Bronco
Fest 99”, held at Grapevine, TX, contact Jim Hodgson
1-800-575-0535 or email: txavi8or@flash.net.
5) Reminder: be sure to bring your Rustic memorabilia to
the reunion.
REUNION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
WED, 22 SEP
THU, 23 SEP

FRI, 24 SEP

RUSTIC FAC ASSOCIATION: If you haven’t joined the
Rustic FAC Association, but would like to do so, please
send your 1999 dues ($20) payable to ‘Rustics’ to our
treasurer, Lendy Edwards at 11 Poplar Ave, Shalimar, FL
32579. Your membership will ensure you continue to
receive all of our newsletters, and will help support the
Rustic website and future reunions.
REUNION T-SHIRTS AND HATS: Rustic Hats and an
all new T-shirt can be ordered when you register for the
reunion. These items were very popular at our last reunion.
Baseball hats will come in several colors and will have the
Rustic Logo on them. The front of the T-shirts will have the
Rustic logo on the breast pocket area and the back will have
a map of Cambodia and Vietnam with a terrific looking OV10 and 0-2 aircraft around the map. (Great looking shirt!)
See Registration form. Shirt and hat orders must be received
NLT 15 Aug 99 to ensure they arrive in time for the reunion.

SAT, 25 SEP

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT:

www.rustic.org

SUN, 26 SEP

1900 Reunion Pre-Party at Newland'
s,
4033 Indian Trail Dr., Destin. All
are invited.
1200 Rustic Hootch (Hospitality Suite)
opens. Register. Sign-up for
optional activities for Sat AM.
2000 Reunion Welcome (wear of party
flight suit-optional). Rustic Hootch.
0830 Bus tour of Hurlburt Field. Pick up
at Ramada (Main Lobby). Includes
aircraft static displays, briefings on
Cambodia & SEA, lunch at
Hurlburt Club.
1400 Arrive back at Ramada.
1515 Depart Ramada For Destin
Harbor—Sunset Cruise (Optional).
Meet at Rustic Hootch.
Transportation via POV.
1545 Sunset Cruise till 1900.
1930 Dinner at Destin’s Lucky Snapper
Restaurant (Optional) Order
from menu.
Till? Rustic Hootch open. Walks on-thebeach.
0800 Optional activities; Golf. Rustic
Hootch open.
1430 Rustic Happy Hour/Reunion
Planning/Business Meeting. Rustic
Hootch. All Rustics.
1630 Banquet Set-up.
1800 Banquet Happy Hour— Empire
Room—Top floor of Towers.
1845 Group photos—All present.
1915 Reunion Banquet/Program (Coat &
Tie)
Till? Rustic Hootch open. Walks-on-thebeach.
0800 Breakfast at the Garden Café or at
your leisure. Rustic Hootch open.
1100 Room Check-out time.
1200 Rustic Hootch Closes.

-

RUSTIC FAC ASSOCIATION
11 Poplar Avenue
Shalimar, FL 32579

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

-

RUSTIC FAC REUNION II REPORT: The second Rustic FAC Reunion was held on 24-27 Sep at the Ramada Plaza Beach
Resort Hotel, Ft Walton Beach, and what a great second reunion it was! Over 90 Rustics and friends gathered for another perfect
weekend of camaraderie, seafood, sailing, tall tales, walks on the beach, and good times on the Emerald Coast. One of the big
highlights of the weekend was the long-awaited distribution of our new book “The Rustics - A Top Secret Air War in Cambodia.”
By all reports, the book is a big hit, and I hear many of you are already ordering extra copies from Lendy Edwards.
The weekend started with an informal party at the Hootch on Thursday evening and the Official Welcome at 8 PM.
Friday morning began with a tour of Hurlburt Field. A SEA update briefing was given by the USAF Special Operations School,
followed by a bus tour of the flight line, and a visit to the Air Park to see where the new FAC Memorial is going to be built.
Lunch at the Soundside Club ended the morning events. The afternoon was spent relaxing. The evening was spent sunset sailing
out of the Destin harbor on the Daniel Clement Webster Sailing ship. Again, the dolphins cooperated by escorting us in and out of
the Destin East Pass. The evening sail was a perfect way to spend three hours with friends, and the sunset was spectacular. Dinner
that night was at the popular Lucky Snapper Restaurant, overlooking the beautiful Destin Harbor. More fresh seafood!
Saturday morning was filled with optional activities, golfing, and sightseeing. We held our reunion business meeting in
the afternoon, and the banquet that night. Dick Wood did a marvelous job as Master-of -Ceremonies! His dry wit and excellent
tale of the “writing a book by committee”, while simultaneously entertaining us with a rope trick, was a sight to behold—a real
master at work!!

Another reunion highlight was Mark Berent’s banquet talk on what it was like to be the Cambodian Air Attaché in
Phnom Penh during those last hectic days of the Cambodian conflict. Mark’s insights into the day-to-day conduct of the air
operations in support of Cambodia brought back a lot of memories for the many Rustics in attendance. Our thanks to Mark for
helping make this reunion such a memorable event.
Sunday was a day for farewells and last minute good-byes. Surprisingly, a number of attendees said they thought this
reunion was even better than the first one.
(Editor’s note: Now I thought to myself, how could this be? Nothing could ever equal our first Rustic reunion, or so I thought.
Then I began to think about what was really being said. For many who were fortunate to attend both reunions, I think they were
saying the second reunion was even sweeter because they were really starting to feel like a ‘family.’ The second reunion was
made even better by the strengthening of relationships that had been renewed or initiated at the previous reunion. This alone is
reason enough to continue gathering. We hope you’ll want to make the next Rustic FAC reunion too. Those who came were glad
they did!)
RUSTIC ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: It’s that time of year again to renew our annual Rustic
membership. Included with this newsletter is a dues renewal form. It’s your dues that make this organization possible. Your dues
will support future newsletters, allow us to keep our Rustic web site on-the-air, and support future Rustic reunion efforts. Don’t
delay. Show your support by sending in your dues today! Thanks.
(Check your address label with this newsletter. The month and year displayed on the label is your dues expiration date. If the
date is Jan 00, you need to pay dues for 2000. Note: some members are paid up several years in advance.)
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UPDATED RUSTIC ROSTER: For everyone who pays their 2000 Rustic dues, an update Rustic roster will be sent to them
with the next Rustic quarterly newsletter. If your address is changing, please notify Lendy Edwards: 850-651-6766 or
lendy@bsc.net.
NEW FOUND RUSTICS: The following Bien Hoa Rustic pilots have been recently located: OV-10: Mike Wilson, Dave Van
Dyke, Paul Riehl and Don Osborn; O-2: G. Tony Winkler; Tom Virnig, Rustic Intel. Welcome to the fold, guys!

NEXT RUSTIC REUNION: The majority of the attendees at the reunion business meeting voted to hold our next reunion in
three years. We anticipate that the reunion will be in the Fall of 2002. Exact time and location are to be announced NLT Spring
2001. What about location? It was decided that if anyone would like to propose a different location for the next reunion (and
they are willing to help ‘host’ the reunion), they should submit a proposal NLT June 2000 to the Rustic Officers for
consideration. We will then work on the details with the ‘host’ and present the proposal to the membership for a vote. If no new
venues are offered, the reunion will once again be held in Ft Walton Beach, FL.
NEW OFFICERS: The local Ft Walton Beach Rustics, who have hosted both of the past Rustic reunions, offered themselves as
a slate of officers willing to serve till the next reunion. They were elected by acclimation. Our thanks to each of them for their
willingness to continue carrying the Rustic Banner:
.
President
Claude Newland
850-654-2955
cnewland@gnt.net
Vice President Bill Sleigh
850-897-1045
sleigh@bsc.net
Treasurer
Lendy Edwards
850-651-6766
lendy@bsc.net
Secretary
Don Echelberger
850-664-5444
echelberg@aol.com
RUSTICS RETURNING TO CAMBODIA: A Rustic return trip to Thailand and Cambodia in early November 2000 is already
well into it’s planning stage. The tentative itinerary includes a total of 5 nights in Bangkok, and 5 nights in Cambodia.
Numerous tours and side trips are planned for both countries. In Cambodia, the group will visit Angkor Watt, Phnom Penh (with
dinner with Nady Tan, we hope), the ‘Killing Field’ memorial, and take an overland trip to Kompong Cham to visit the House of
Hope, and a local orphanage. An experienced travel agent will be accompanying the group and will make all arrangements.
Group size will be limited to 25. About 8 or 9 couples have already signed up for this trip, so remaining space is limited. If you
are interested in going on this trip, or getting more information, contact Ron Van Kirk, who is the trip coordinator: 210-491-0567
or ronvankirk@aol.com
RUSTIC BOOK WELL RECEIVED: The long-awaited distribution of our book “The Rustics - A Top Secret Air War In
Cambodia” took place at the reunion. It was an immediate success! Our thanks go to every one who contributed to the book, and
especially to Jim Reese, Book Coordinator, and all the members of the Book Steering Committee who put in over 3 ½ years of
effort in writing the book. Thanks to all for a job well done!
Appreciation: As a gesture of appreciation, the Rustics presented each of the Book Steering Committee members with
two extra copies of the book dust jacket cover (suitable for framing). Doug Aitken was presented a special plaque for his tireless
work in doing all the photo layouts for the book, and Jim Reese and Claude Newland were each presented a plaque with the
book cover etched on them in appreciation for their efforts in starting the book project and for their efforts in finding Rustics
and organizing the very first Rustic reunions.
Commercial Publication? Dick Wood is searching to see if there is any interest in publishing our book commercially.
If so, we plan to do a quick, first revision prior to it going into print. Here’s how you can help. We know the book is a great
work, but it’s not perfect. As you read the book, if you find any discrepancies, or errors, please pass them on to Jim Reese 770394-1769 or jawmreese@aol.com
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Newly Found Rustics: (and those who didn’t submit any stories for the book). We’d like you to write your stories
and submit them to us ASAP. First, your stories are part of our ‘Rustic Story’ and we’d like to someday include them in our book.
Secondly, much of what you have to say/add will help fill in some of the gaps in our story. At the reunion, we overheard a couple
of the wives saying to their Rustic Spouses, “Honey, how come you don’t have any stories in the book?” (Editor’s note: they
didn’t submit any.) Please send your stories to Jim Gabel: 2556 Lindsey Dr., Rapid City, SD 57702 or jagabel@aol.com. Don’t
delay! (If we find a commercial publisher, we will need them soonest.)
Ordering Books: If you want to order more books, contact Lendy Edwards 850-651-6766 Cost per book is $44.00
(includes shipping and handling.) If you ordered a book, but haven’t received it yet, perhaps you didn’t pay for shipping. Again,
contact Lendy.
Return of Photographs: Did everyone get their photos back that they sent in for the book project? If not, contact Doug
Aitken. Doug is trying to locate the owner of a 3 x 5 photo that was taken in the front seat of the OV-10 thru the reticle. Aircraft
is in about a 15 degree right bank.
ONE LINERS:
1) Surprise - Col. Oum is making a 15 day return trip to Cambodia this month as a gift from his children; he will return on 14
Nov 99.
2) The OV-10 Bronco Association (www.ov-10bronco.net) was recently recognized as a bona fide museum by the Texas
historical commission and has also been granted non-profit status so all contributions are now tax deductible.
3) Marcel Morneau says the web site www.mv.com/ipusers/pab has a lot of info on the OV-10 aircraft in Vietnam.
4) Hank Keese is trying to locate an OV-10 dash one and any OV-10 maintenance manuals and other repair documents.
[Editor’s note: A Belgium group has just bought two German OV-10s which they are restoring to fly in air shows and they
want to know if Hank is willing to consider flying them.]
5) Don Hagle, Rustic 40, is now home recovering from his cancer treatment He can be reached at 830-931-3477.
6) During this Holiday season, if you would like to make a financial gift donation to the House of Hope in Kompong Cham,
please make your check payable to ‘Rustics’ (earmarked for House of Hope) and send to Lendy Edwards, 11 Poplar Ave,
Shalimar, FL 32579. 100% of these funds will go directly to the House of Hope.
REUNION ATTENDEES: The following Rustics attended the Second Rustic Reunion, 24-27 Sep 99:
(Boldface indicates first time attendees)
Adams, Aitken+1, Barazzoto, Berent+1, Brooks+1,Dahle, Decabooter+1, W. Dodd+1, Dufresne+1,Echelberger, Edwards+1,
Eklund+1, Ellis+1,Friedhofen+1, Gabel+1, Gamache+1, Garand, Gestas+1, Gibbar+1, Hagle+1, Hamann, Jim Hetherington+1,
Harris, Hull+1, Koeppel+1, Koppin+1, Larson+1, Lester+1, McAdams+1, Mercer+1, Montmarquet+1, Morneau+1, Murphy,
Newland+1, Ltc Om, Col Oum, Reese+1, Roberds, Schwein, Seibold+1, Sleigh+1, Sovich, Stratton+1, Strickland+1, Doc
Thomas, Thompson+1, Thrower+1, Vaillancourt+1,Van Dyke+1, Vankirk+1,Wilson+1, and R. Wood.

"Two of our trusty backseaters and spouses"
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"Trip Coordinator"

Reunion 99 Attendees
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FAC ‘HOMECOMING’ REUNION 2000: 21-24 Sep 2000, at the Ramada Plaza Beach Resort, Ft Walton Beach, FL Mark
these dates on your calendar. This may very well be the biggest and best FAC reunion ever! The MAIN EVENT will be the
dedication of the new FAC Memorial at the Hurlburt Air Park, honoring the 200+ USAF FACs who were killed in Southeast Asia.
The Rustics urge you to attend this reunion if at all possible. For more information, contact George Ferkes: 850-581-4953 or
beachflyr@aol.com
NEW FAC MEMORIAL FUND DRIVE UNDERWAY: $15,000 is needed by Mar 2000 to build the new FAC Memorial at
the Hurlburt Air Park. If you have not yet contributed to this worthy cause, but would like to do so, please send your check,
payable to ‘FAC Memorial Fund’ to George Ferkes, Treasurer: 472 Parish Blvd, Mary Esther, FL 32569. This new, much more
extensive memorial will replace the old memorial. It will include all the names of the USAF FACs killed in Southeast Asia, will
tell the FAC story and the important role Hurlburt Field played in training SEA FACs. This is a project long overdue. We hope
you’ll be generous in your support.
“The FAC Memorial Committee”
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Dear Claude,
I haven'
t kept a dairy but my memory is pretty good. I was in the 736th Bomb squadron (Columbus, Mississippi) from March
1967 to the summer of 1969. Went through the Homestead sea survival course and the wonderful AT33 course at Cannon.
Arrived in Tay Ninh north approximately April 1970 as a FNG Rash FAC. Transferred to Tan Son Nhut in June or thereabouts to
provide immediate aid to a town in central Cambodia called Kampong Thom or Chanang...the one in central Cambodia. Flew one
memorable night mission up there with a Cambodian pilot in the back seat. Then transferred to Bien Hoa to fly regular day
missions until I left VN in December 1970.
I exited the USAF upon return in California and went back to school at Lafayette, La to learn the fish farming business. Got
interested in medicine and went to medical school in 1972. I am now a practicing Pathologist at Touro Infirmary in New Orleans.
My wife'
s name is Gayle and she is a singer. We have one dog, Cio Cio San. I still keep in contact with very good friends from my
old SAC days and would like to see the friends I had as a FAC. As you can see I have had this screenname for years and I am
proud of it. I visited the RUSTIC web site and downloaded the application. Looking over the roster, I recognized several names,
Ellwood and Hellwig were with me at Cannon. Dandenau, Van Dyke, Dufresne and Dodd, I remember from Rustic.
Regards, Paul A. Riehl, MD, rustic06@aol.com
Hi guys,
Got my book today and can’t praise your efforts enough. It is a superb piece of work. Had to blush at a couple of memories, but
there we are. Thanks for all you did and are doing.
Lou (Currier), Rustic 09
Claude,
Jin Hee and I want to thank you an all the others that made the Rustic Reunion such a great success. I know there is an awful
lot of hard work involved in pulling something like this off, and you deserve a lot of credit for a job well done.
It was so good to see the many old friends again, to once more hear of the many exploits, and to know that we could have saved
the entire world from evil if only given the chance. (Stories DO get better with age, don’t they?)
The book is a masterpiece that I will treasure for the rest of my life. Again, a tough job very well done!
Once again, congratulations and sincere thanks to you all!
Don and Jin Hee Brooks, Rustic Deuce.

Visit our web site at "www.rustic.org" for the latest news and updates on the All FAC
Reunion "Homecoming 2000".
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2000 Rustic FAC Association Annual Dues
____YES, I would like to continue receiving the Rustic FAC Quarterly newsletters and also help support efforts
for continued Rustic FAC Association camaraderie and future reunions.
____Enclosed is my check for the annual fee of $20.00 for the period of Jan. through Dec. 2000.
Make check payable to “Rustics” & mail to: Rustics, 11 Poplar Ave, Shalimar, FL
32579 (Family members of “Rustics Remembered” are honorary members-NO DUES REQUIRED.
____NO, I am not interested. I understand my name will be taken off the quarterly mailing list.
Roster update: Please indicate any changes from our published Rustic roster Even if you are not a member of the
Association, we would like to keep a current address, etc. on each Rustic.
Name:______________________________________ Spouse’s name:__________________(if applicable)
Current Address:__________________________________________________ New Address? Y___N___
City:________________________ State:______ ZIP:________ Telephone: (_____) _____ - __________
E Mail Address:___________________ Call Sign:______________ Rustic Tour Dates:_______________
I tentatively plan to attend FAC ‘Homecoming’ Reunion-2000 on 21-24 Sep 00. Yes:_________________
I'
d be willing to help '
host'our next Rustic reunion in 2002 at (what city?)_____________________________
Possible things to do include:_________________________________________________________________
I'
d like to see the 2002 reunion remain in Ft Walton Beach, FL: Yes or No
-----------------------------------------------------------Cut on dotted line--------------------------------------------------------------------------

RUSTICS
11 Poplar Avenue
Shalimar, FL 32579

DDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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