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President:  Claude Newland, Rustic19@cox.net               Director :   Shad Kimbell, shadkimbell@gmail.com 
Vice President:  Johnny Drury, Rustic04@aol.com    Director:   Tom Capps, cappstom@gmail.com  
Secretary/Treasurer/Database:  Don Ellis, donellis@sc.rr.com          Director:   Don Mercer, Rustic41@earthlink.net  
Historian:   Jim Gabel, jagabel@aol.com                                          Rustic SEA Photo CD: Ned Helms, ned@wingset.com  
Website: Lendy Edwards, lendy@cox.net                       Reunion Photo CD: Jim Seibold, seiboldjim@aol.com   
Search Committee:  Rog Hamann, RusticYankee72@aol.com    Health & Wellness:  Doc Thomas, shialary@msn.com  
          
WOULD YOU PREFER YOUR RUSTIC NEWSLETTER IN LIVING C OLOR? If you would like to re-
ceive future Rustic newsletters via Email (in living color), please contact Claude Newland with your request 
at:  rustic19@cox.net. We will honor this request, however, all future Reunion Registration newsletters will con-
tinue to be sent out via snail mail.  
 
TREASURER/SECRETARY REPORT (Don Ellis)  Here's the Assn's 2009 End of Year Report:  
  
        The Financial Report is intentionally left blank. 
 
        The data is available only to Association members. 

 
 
 
 
23,537.49 
 
 2010 Membership: Life: 54  Regular: 25  
 
ROSTER/PERSONNEL UPDATES: It seems the one thing that is always constant... 
is change. Please note the following database changes since our last newsletter: 
 
 Bob Andrews       andrewsinid@msn.com 
 Woody Baker       P. O. Box 370512, Key Largo, FL 33037  305-451-0795 (FL) 
        828-452-2594 (NC) 
 Zot Barazzotto      7111 Brandt Vista Ave, Dayton, Ohio 45424-3327 
 Bob Burgoyne      903-769-1845 
 Tom Canter           tcanter@sccoast.net 
 Tom Capps       cappstom@gmail.com 
 Bob Clifford       robcliff@me.com 
 Bob Crothers        Robert_a_crothers@verizon.net   317-877-1133      
                                           7175 Oakbay Dr, Noblesville, IN 46062 
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Jerry Dufresne       jerandrose@q.com 
Normand Falcon         320-309-8626 
Walt Friedhofen        waltcomncents@yahoo.com 
Steve Joy                Stevenjo@aol.com      254-778-6845     Wife: Jo 
Shad Kimbell      rustic10@suddenlink.net  
Bill Leydorf   (H) (865) 458-2588 (cell) (865) 207-0830 
David Parsons   dparsonsmd@gmail.com       803-487-9434 
Bill Rember  P.O. Box 389 Firnwood, ID 83830 

   Ubon Rustic Intel tour dates: Oct 1971- Aug 1972 
Stan Ritchie                304-367-1112     Wife: Susan 
Jon Safley                rdleader@cox.net 
Vaughan C. Smith  Ridgewalker@hughes.net 
Frank Sovich         fmsovich@gmail.com 
 
If you have any changes to the Rustic Database, please contact Don Ellis at: donellis@sc.rr.com 
 
Lost Rustics. We have lost contact with the following Rustics (their last known address is below.). If you 
know how to get in touch with them, please contact Don Ellis at: donellis@sc.rr.com 
  
Robert S. Atwater           21086 Ann Margaret Dr., Bend, OR 97701-9772 
Joseph W. Baker             64 Mutiny PL, Key Largo, FL 33037 
Douglas J Mitchell          P.O. Box 328, Angel Fire, NM 87110 
Ralph E. Wenck              2050 Dunlap Ave E 228, Phoenix, AZ 85021 
 
From Doug Robertson. In March I finally tracked down Bill Mesa (another Rustic Radio Operator from Bien 
Hoa to Ubon) and found out that, unfortunately, he died in a motorcycle accident about 2 years ago.  
 
WINGMAN SUPPORT (Thomas): Here's a medical update (2/23/10) on Roy Eklund, Rustic Interpreter, 
from his son, Roy Jr. "Dad is still at West Florida Rehab. He is expected to come home within the next couple 
of weeks. He is making good progress but will still be in a wheelchair when he gets home. He is making some 
progress in speech also (a long way to go), but he is in good spirits. Numerous Rustics have sent him a letter to 
which we read to him. He was very touched by them. Thanks," Roy Jr. (Can be reached at: gtek-
lund@mchsi.com) 
 
NEWS FLASH - CH 1 - NEXT RUSTIC REUNION TO BE IN FT WALTON BEACH, FL IN 2011. After 
receiving confirmation from Claude Newland and Lendy Edwards that they would be willing to host a Rus-
tic reunion in Ft Walton Beach, FL in Oct 2011, the Rustic Board voted to approve this change of date and 
venue. The details and exact dates are yet to be announced, but will most likely be in late October 2011.  
 
Why the change of location and year? You may recall that at the 2009 reunion, no one volunteered to host the 
next Rustic reunion, so by default, it was decided to hold the next reunion in conjunction with the All FAC re-
union in 2012. Although the All FAC reunion was a viable alternative, the Board concluded that, now that 
someone has volunteered to host a "Rustic" reunion in FWB, they (and most Rustics) would much prefer our  
own reunion in Ft Walton Beach rather than hitchhike off someone else's reunion. (Note: this does not pre-
clude anyone from attending the All FAC reunion in 2012 if they so desire.) More to come.      
 
RUSTIC SEA PHOTO ALBUM DVD PROJECT (Helm): The photo project is ongoing, so send me your 
photos if you have some. To date, there are 5200+ photos in our DVD Album. Awesome! Many of these pics 
will find their way into our revised Black Book. There are some real classics. Let me hear from you if you 
have pictures to add to our project. Contact me at: (800) 356-4953, (931) 752-8102, or at: ned@wingset.com. 
Please include name(s), date, and places/subject for each photo. 



KOMPONG CHAM CHARITIES AND ORPHANAGE (Edwards ): Currently, the Rustics have the fol-
lowing funds earmarked for Cambodian charities: 
  
$ 1,085.00  designated for the "Kompong Cham orphanage." 
$ 1,601.68  designated for "Cambodian Charity." 
 
The Rustic Board has approved sending these funds to our local contacts in Kompong Cham who are affiliated 
with Sunrise Ministries. This is the same organization we have used in the past, although it was known to us as 
the "House of Hope" in 2000. Darany Hang, coordinator of Sunrise Ministries in Kompong Cham, will see that 
the orphanage funds are used to purchase specific items that have already been identified as "needed" by the 
children (clothes, shoes, supplies and bicycles.) They will deliver the items to the orphanage and provide a full 
report of the orphanage expenditures, as well as a report on how the "Cambodian Charity" funds were utilized 
by Sunrise Ministries.     
 
Thanks to all for your generous contributions. Remember, your contributions are tax deductable.    
      
Tom Capps and his grandson were in Cambodia in January and made a visit to Kompong Cham. Here's his 
report: 
 
My grandson and I visited Darany Hang at Sunrise Ministry in Kompong Cham unexpectedly today. We had a 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 



good visit catching up on 
what has transpired since I 
was there in November 
2007. She says that she is 
getting adequate funding 
for the HIV/AIDS hospice 
they operate, but that she is 
aware of funding needs at 
the orphanage. 
 
We stopped by the or-
phanage before going to 
Sunrise because the minis-
try has moved, and the 
phone numbers I had in 
my address book did not 
work. We found out that 
there is a new headmaster 
at the orphanage. He was 
the deputy until about two 
years ago. The new head-
master is much younger 
than the previous one, and 
he seemed to be well 
equipped to do his job. 
The orphanage looked very good. They currently have 91 children and 15 house-mothers. 
 
Darany told us that there are thirteen of the 91 children in the orphanage who attend private school. In order to 
continue with their education, they need $115 each for the current year. That’s a total of $1,500. Beyond that, 
she said that the orphanage needs fifteen used bicycles @ $35 ($525 total). The last item she mentioned was 
money for clothes and shoes. She estimated that $1,000 would buy clothes for all 91 children and shoes for 
those who need them. 
 
Samantha Baker-Evens has replaced Danny Colombara in Phnom Penh. Her husband, Chris, works with CSI 
in Phnom Penh, and he is an acquaintance of my Cambodian friend who I work with. I will call Samantha and 
tell her about my visit today. Her phone number is 011-855-1774-7384, and her email address is saman-
tha.bakerevens@gmail.com. My Cambodian friend knows Darany from Phnom Penh in the early 1980s. He 
was a young boy, and she was a young wife and mother. She has six children ages 13 to 28. 
 
BTW, we drove down Highway 7 from Kompong Thom to Kompong Cham. My Cambodian friend did not 
know it had been paved recently. The last time I saw it in 1971, it was full of alternating cuts to control traffic. 
Also, all the old rubber trees in the country have been cut down and are being replaced with new ones. The 
trees we saw today were only twenty feet high.    Thomas E. (Tom) Capps 

 
5/2/10 Tom Adds:  BTW, Darany and Sareth Duong, the young man I know who works with the Cambodian 
military, have known each other for about thirty years. She was a young wife who lived near Sareth in Phnom 
Penh after he was freed from a Khmer Rouge labor camp. Sareth will be visiting the US in late June and early 
July. I will be taking him to rice farms in Texas, Louisiana and possibly Arkansas to see how these farms are 
operated and to learn about their best business practices. Cambodians don’t do a very good job of preparing 
their fields for rice paddies. Claude and I agreed that I should provide an email report to all Rustics at various 
points as we progress with the rice business development. I will likely return to Cambodia in October [2010] to 
help oversee the start-up of the business and then will return every six to twelve months. If anyone would like 
to join me, please contact me at: cappstom@gmail.com or 919-846-5411 
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Darany (4th from the right) and family at home on their balcony. 



BLACK BOOK REVISION PROJECT UPDATE (Newland ): All of the chapter texts have been revised 
and are currently being proofed and edited. A completely new chapter has been added entitled, “Birth of the 
Rustics” – which covers just the first week of Rustic operations. This is mostly all new information thanks to 
Roger Dodd, Dave Van Dyke, Mac McGarvey and Dick Rinehart. A lot of new Rustic history has been 
added to the other chapters that was not in the original book. 67 new stories have been added, plus a lot of new 
photos. This book is going to water your eyes. It is now estimated to be close to 525 pages. Completion date is 
still unknown, but we hope to have it ready by the end of the year. Hardbound and paperback copies will be 
available. 
  
NEW FOUND RUSTIC--BOB CROTHERS (Roger Hamann): Thanks to the AFTWS site, Bob Crothers 
has been found. He was one of the guys who strapped us in at both Bien Hoa and Ubon. Bob's been told about 
the Rustic site and I plan further updates with him about everything Rustic. From his response, looks like we 
might have just found quite a few more Rustic support guys. Bob writes:  I was stationed at Bien Hoa first, and 
worked both Rustic and Rash control aircraft. 
Myself, George Harris, Bill Ready, Billy Freder-
ick (Billy passed in 2005 from Alzheimer's), 
Jimmy Crain, and many others were on our sec-
ond tour, as most of us were working C-130's 
out of the Philippines into Cam Rahn Bay (great 
duty) for our first assignment from tech school. 
 
1971-1972 was one of my best tour of duty in 
the Air Force. So much so I am in the process of 
writing a book about my time with pictures from 
the 23rd and 19th. However, the book is mostly 
of a girl I left behind for this tour, but I still talk 
about the parties we had at Bien Hoa, and Ubon.  
 
When I saw the picture of Doug Norman, I re-
called the face and not the name. He was one of the backseaters that had a great personality and always joked 
with me as I strapped him in on the right side. I also can remember the party suits you guys had. If memory is 
right, you had black jump suits. I was one of the crew chief that some of you guys would ask me to make an 
ammo belt for out of the bullets from the gun pods. I would take the left over ammo from your return, remove 
the bullet and primer and empty out the powder and place the bullet back in and clip them together to the size 
you needed. We even had some of them chrome plated, except the bullet. I sent one home, and how it got 
home I have no idea. I did the same from the empty cases from the gunships and had the Thai's make wood 
bullet heads for them. They actually looked great in a clip all chrome. 
 
In December of 1971 we all had great seats for the Bob Hope show in Ubon, which was one of the first shows 
done at night for him, and he joked about the FACs in his stage act that evening. I have the Bob Hope shows 
on video. 
 
Norm took lots of pictures from the back seat and I was one of the lucky ones to get copies. Of course, I have 
those of Ubon as well. It amazes me how much they mean to me and how it brings back my memory of what I 
was doing when the picture was taken. 
 
Roger [Hamann], your name does not ring a bell in my head, but I too am from New England (Mass). I know 
that most of us from the region were not close but knew of each other. And I may have even strapped you in, I 
was on all the early morning launches in Ubon. 
 
During one of my trips to Saigon, to take a General up for a view of the war, I was in the backseat to Saigon, 
and we were crossing the gate and I heard on the radio someone speaking French and I told the pilot what they 
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Bob Crothers' Thai motorcycle driver's license  



were saying. He asked me how I knew that and I told him I studied French from the 4th grade through the 
12th. It was required of us. Most of the kids that were Catholic studied Latin, I was not Catholic, so I learn 
French in school. Latin was too difficult. When we got back he told the commander and I was called into his 
office and asked if I would wanted to be an observer, to which I said no. I loved working on the planes, and 
my tour was almost over. The next month I contacted Hepatitis and was in the hospital for 30 days, then sent 
home on my normal rotation in May of 1972. 
 
I suppose I have rambled on enough. Thanks for dropping in. It was great to hook up with another Rustic 
member. I hope to run into a few more. Drop by anytime. Bob Crothers 
 
HISTORIAN REPORT (Gabel): The following items were added to the Rustic Archives after our September 
2009  Reunion: 
 
From Jim Seibold:  
12' X 8' Republic of Cambodia Flag 
9.8' X 6.5' silk SVN Flag 
28' X 18' Cambodia Flag 
Jul/Aug 1970 North American Rockwell Service News - OV-10A "Bronco" 
Columbus Division of North American Rockwell Corporation  82-page OV-10 Brochure 
1 SOWg OV-10A Phase Manual September 1969 
Low Altitude Instrument Approach Procedures Pacific and Southeast Asia 11 February 1971 
Low Altitude Europe North Africa and Middle East 14 Jan 1988 
Fly The Friendly Skies of Cambodia With The Rustic Facs. T-shirt 
Christmas 1970 card from Hotel 302 
T.O. 1L-10A-34-1-1CL-1, PILOTS' Nonnuclear Munitions Delivery Checklist OV-10A 15 Jan 1970 
Cuff Links and Tie Clip set from Bayon Temple from Hotel 302 
Charts: 1:500,000 - Two  TPC; Six PC 1:1,000,000 - Four ONC 
 
From Mark Berent:  
Group of papers circa 1975 concerning possible reunion with "Sam the FAC" 
 
AF OUTSTANDING UNIT AWARD (AFOUA).  Roger Hamann, R ustic Yankee, discovered that the 
posting of Joe Gambino's profile page on the AFTWS website indicates Joe's "unit" received the AFOUA 
with "V" during his service period (26 Aug 1971 - 28 Jan 1973.) Roger checked his revised DD 214, which 
was  updated after he was awarded a DFC, and he didn't see any record of the AFOUA w/ "V" device listed. 
Roger asks, "Does anyone else have info on this?" 
 
In reply, Bill Ernst , Rustic 04, initiated a formal inquiry to see if the "V" devise was ever awarded. Here's 
what he found out after contacting the 15th Wing - Awards & Decorations office at Hickam AFB. The 23 
TASS was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation for the period "01 April 72 to 22 Feb. 73"  on Special Order 
GB 046 in 1977. Those who served in the unit during that period have either been awarded the PUC or you 
may ask that your Personal Record be corrected.  
  
You can obtain a copy of your Personnel Record by submitting an "Application for Correction of Military Re-
cords" DD Form 149, Sept. 2007. This is sent to the "Air Force Board for Correction of Military Records 
(AFBCMR). 
        (a)    Attach a copy of your DD Form 214. 
        (b)    You can request a corrected DD Form 214. 
  
The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with the "V" for Valor was not in the records for the 23 TASS. We 
looked for the 505th Tactical Control Group and could not find out which units belonged to the organiza-
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tion. The Special Order GB 0046 was listed and dated in 1977 but it could not be found. The 23 TASS would 
have to have been in this Group during the specified time in order to be eligible for the ("V") award. This will 
take more research to determine the answer. 
  
Bill says he will contact someone familiar with the 505th Tactical Control Group and determine what units 
were in the Group. The Lineage states that it was activated on 2 Nov. 1965 and inactivated on 15 March 1973. 
Standby for news! 
  
NEXT ALL FAC REUNION   Fort Worth, TX. Wed. 27 October -  Sun., 31 October 2010. The timing was 
made to coincide with the Fort Worth Alliance Air Show which 30 & 31 October and includes the Blue An-
gels. The Reunion Committee includes a bunch of FACs in the Ft Worth area to include Jack Thompson, 
Rustic 11. Reunion information can be obtained by going to the FAC Assn website: www.fac-assoc.com. 
 
Many of you know that the FAC Museum and Veterans Memorial Air Park are owned and operated by the 
OV-10 Bronco Association. They are all located at Meacham Field. I know the Forth Worth folks are putting 
together a great reunion, so mark your calendars now and put those $$ aside and plan for a wonderful time. 
 
SHORT BURSTS:  
 
1) Rustic Website has a new host server. Lendy Edwards recently found a great deal for our website. We 
now have a new three year contract with Network Solutions that costs only $10 more than the previous annual 
fee for our old server. Well done Lendy!  
2)  Telling the Rustic Story. Jerry Dufresne is putting together a presentation on the Rustics from the back-
seaters' viewpoint (with photos) similar to what he gave to a museum in TX. He also hopes to publish a short 
magazine article about the backseaters from the 19th TASS.  
3)  FAC Museum Update. Jim Hogdson, OBA, announced that the two Certificates of Occupancy needed  to 
open the FAC museum at Meachem Field, Ft Worth, TX have now been attained. This is a big step forward. 
Many of you have been involved in this process on many levels so please accept an Atta-Boy on behalf of all 
of us. 
4) Vietnam Memorial Virtual Wall.  Here is an awesome website (http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm) 
which is a virtual wall of all those lost during the Vietnam War with names, bio's and other information on our 
lost comrades. First click on a name (or state and then the name.) When it opens, it should show you a picture 
or information of the person or at least his bio and medals.(The Rustics are working to provide pictures to this 
website for each of our three KIA brethren. So far, we have family approval for Joe Gambino.)  
5) Rustic Reunion Fund. Lendy Edwards reports our "Reunion Fund” has a carryover balance of $394.83 
from the 2009 reunion. These funds will be maintained and reserved for our next Rustic reunion. 
6) Unofficial Rustic Patch. Jack Otis ran across this patch on ebay 
and wondered if anyone else has seen it.  Apparently, it is from an en-
terprising retired NCO who has a cottage industry in developing and 
selling patches.  
7) Do you want to know what happened to your O-2/OV-10? John 
Charlton stumbled across this great website which lists ALL USAF  
aircraft Serial Numbers--1908 to Present�and their current status. This 
may cause some to you to dig out your old form 5's or flight records. 
http://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/usafserials.html 
8)   Rustics on Youtube. Thanks to Doug Aitken part of our Rustic 
history is now on Youtube.com for all the world to see. It is a audio 
taped airstrike mission controlled by Aitken and Doug Norman, Rus-
tic Mike, that is superimposed over some actual Rustic home movie combat footage. Google the following to 
get to the Youtube site:      YouTube - Rustic FACs Cambodia 1972  
 



RUSTICS ATTEND PHOENIX FAC LUNCHEON.  Several Rustics gathered at a recent Phoenix AZ mini-
FAC luncheon. As you may know, the Arizona FACs are going to sponsor the 2012 All FAC reunion. The ex-
act location has not yet been announced, but it will definitely be in either Phoenix or Tucson. Jerry Dufresne, 
Rustic India, has this report of their "Meeting:"  
  
Wayne St John, Jim 
Nuber and I drove down 
to Phoenix together. Upon 
our arrival, I first needed a 
pit stop and who should I 
meet accidentally? I hit 
Mike Wilson with a bath-
room door, and when 
I started to apologize, we 
made eye contact and 
started to laugh. This is 
what I call running into an 
old friend.  
We all promised we would 
get together more often 
and enjoy the western 
mini-FAC Assn. group and 
their luncheons. We all 
keep busy with our fami-
lies. Jim Nuber and I are 
planning a target shooting 
day soon and Jim Seibold 
and wife will spend a day 
or two with Roselyn and I when he gets back from his cruise. Wayne lives in Cottonwood not far from us and 
we will also get together for dinner. In Nov. I think I will sponsor a local Rustic area get-together in Prescott 
(AZ.)     Take Care,  Jerry 
 
FAC HISTORY BOOK, VOL II NOW AVAILABLE  (Dennis Crouch, Pres FAC Assoc.)  This is to let 
you know that the Table Top “Cleared Hot” Book Two is 
now completed and is on sale for a “dirt cheap” price of 
$25.00 through the FAC Association website (www.fac-
assoc.org) and its link to www.lulu.com. Just go to the 
FAC Association website and click on the link next to the 
FAC aircraft picture denoted as “Books” or at the bottom 
of the page denoted as “FAC Book Project.” You can 
also just click on the following link: http://www.fac-
assoc-org/book/book01.html.   As most of you are aware, 
Book Two is the follow-on to the original Table Top 
“Cleared Hot” book which has been on sale since 2008. 
These two volumes contain each and every story that was 
in the original “FAC History Book CD” and new ones as 
well. There is a total of 488 stories in these two volumes 
with 256 in Book Two and 232 in the original volume. If 
you bought the original “Cleared Hot” you know that it is 
perfectly suited for the Table Tops and make great gifts. They are both a superb addition to the FAC History 
Book CD and I hope you enjoy them. They are absolutely great. 
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L to R:  Rustics Jim Seibold, Mike Wilson, Jerry Dufresne, Jim Nuber, 
Wayne St. John and Nail FAC Tom McGrain  



I want to give a big thanks to Peter Condon for his leadership in putting “Cleared Hot” Book Two together, a 
repeat of his superb efforts on the original Cleared Hot book. To have all the stories from the original CD is a 
wonderful achievement and an important one. His leadership and hard work in this effort is enormously appre-
ciated . I also want to thank the Section Leaders that spent many hours on both projects. This included Charlie 
Pocock, Jim Roper, Mike Morea, Tim Eby, Ned Helm, Jim Gable, Bob Gorman, Chuck Johnson, 
Claude Newland and Al Matheson. On behalf of Peter, a special thanks to Jim Gabel for the meticulous 
comprehensive effort and assistance he provided to Peter on the project. And finally, a BIG thanks to every 
one of you, the authors of each and every story. Without you there would be no books at all.  
Again, please go to the FAC Association website and link to lulu where you can buy “Cleared Hot” Book Two 
or “Cleared Hot” book one. You can also purchase additional FAC History Book CDs.  
 
DD FORM 214 -- SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT.  If you were on active duty between January 1957 -
December 31, 2001, this could be important to you if you are planning for retirement. In a nutshell it boils 
down to this:   Veterans qualify for a higher social security payment because of their Military service for active 
duty from 1957 through 2001 (the program was done away with 1 January 2002). Up to $1200 per year 
of earnings credit credited at time of application - which can make a substantial difference in social security 
monthly payments upon your retirement. You must bring your DD-214 to the Social Security Office and you 
must ask for this benefit to receive it. This benefit is not automatic, you must ask for it!  Soc Sec web-
site: http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/CALENDAR :   
1) 2010 All FAC Reunion. Ft Worth, Texas; 27-31 Oct 2010 
2) 2011 Rustic Reunion. Ft Walton Beach, FL, Date TBA.  (most likely late Oct.)   
3) 2012 All FAC Reunion.  Tucson/Phoenix, AZ; Date TBD 
  
LETTERS TO THE RUSTICS : 
 
From Gary Ball, Rustic 13 
 
Hi Claude, I just received the Dec 2009 issue of the Rustic News. It made me so happy. I’m now living in 
Trier, Germany with Waltraud “Wally.” I retired from Atlas in Dec 2006 at 60. All Rustics are welcome at our 
home. Come for a few days or longer. We’ll give you a key. We’re 30 minutes from Luxembourg, an hour 
from Metz, 2 hours to Frankfurt, and 6 hours to Munich.  The beer and wein keller is always full. Please make 
the necessary changes to the Rustic database, then come see us!  Gary     Hettnerstrasse 9, 54295 Trier, Ger-
many, Hm:  +49-651-976-3933, Email: gballtx@gmail.com 
 
Dick Wood recently received the following message from Mike Vrablick's younger sister, Tiffany:  
 
From: Tif Rock  
 
My name is Tif Rock and my older brother 1st Lt Michael Vrablick  [O-2 pilot] served in Cambodia in 1970, 
one of the two [Rustic] pilots that were killed near Kampong Cham on October 1st.  His time there was ex-
tremely short (only 46 days in country); having been assigned no nickname, and flown only as support before 
his death.  I knew no details of his death, including where he died for years, and when I chanced upon your 
book accidentally in 2004 it was an amazing journey to read so much of the individuals that shared the final 
weeks of his life. 
 
I have lived with never ending internal turmoil that he was far from home, alone and had no idea what his final 
moments or hours were like.  To learn in your book that he was treated with respect and compassion in death 
was an amazing comfort and has quieted some of that turmoil.  Having this information finally gave me the 
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courage to visit The Wall and face the reality of his name engraved there, to grieve, to laugh, to remember and 
to finally begin to heal. 
 
I also accepted and cherished the medals that I had denied, which unfortunately were all stolen when my house 
was burglarized.  Once again I was aware of the amazing kindness and compassion of strangers as Sheriff 
Deputies and neighbors spent personal hours contacting pawnshops and searching online auctions for any trace 
of these treasured items. None of the awarded medals, his Eagle Scout award or other items that attached him 
to my life have ever been found. 
 
I am now considering a trip to Cambodia, to see the country and to pay my personal respects to a land and a 
people that transitioned his soul so lovingly.  I am in the process of researching and building my courage for 
the journey.  I am not sure if you ever met Michael or were in Cambodia at the same time he was there, but if 
not I am hoping that you can direct me to someone who might have been.  I would like to locate the place 
where his plane went down, where he was honored and be where my big brother and best friend departed from 
my life.  Hoping you can help.   
 
Whatever your response to this request, know that I am eternally grateful to you for the time and effort you 
took to chronicle the events of my brother's unit in Cambodia.  You will never know the internal peace that 
you brought into my life.  I am sorry that Michael did not serve longer with the Rustics, had they gotten to 
know him, I know he would have been liked and I will always wonder what nickname he would have been 
given.  Thank you! 
 
Editor's note: Tom Capps and Don Mercer have been in touch with Tif and have shared some information 
about their return visits to Cambodia. Don also provided Tif information about his visit to her brother's O-2 
crash site. Tiffany can be reached at: muttirock@gmail.com.  
   
From Don Echelberger, Rustic 10 
 
Hi, Claude..We´re in California at our daughter´s. Her hubby (Chris) finished up the Navy Postgrad School in 
Dec and left for F-22 check out at Tyndall in early January. The Navy was good enough to let Irene + kids stay 
in the base house for the 4 months until he completes and they all go to Holloman (NM). They adopted a new 
born little girl last summer, and now have 3 (very busy) kids, so we drove over a month ago to help out and 
we´re still here.   
 
Hope all is well with the FWB/Destin Rustics, I miss getting together with you guys, and seem to always be in 
Iceland at reunion time. This week I´m having fun being a ´volunteer´ at the AT&T Pro-Am Golf Tournament 
out at Pebble Beach. It´s really a golf lover´s paradise, but the weather hasn´t been great. Regards, Don 
 
(Note: Since this message, Don has made a quick trip to Panama City, FL and stopped in for a brief visit and 
dinner with Claude and Tona Newland in Destin. Don is now back at home in Las Vegas, but he and Katrin 
are preparing to depart for Iceland for the summer.)   
 
From Arthur Gooch  [art200216@yahoo.com] (Initial Message was sent to Dave Dekoker):  My name is Ar-
thur and I have come across some transcripts from my father-in-law, Ret. MSgt Emile H. Brunelle, about the 
Rustic Program. My wife and I are very interested in what he did and his mission. I am sure he was invaluable, 
but he spoke little of what he did. If someone could correspond with us so that I could get to know him better, 
even though he has passed, he still lives with us and I feel he watched over me and my unit while I was in Iraq. 
So I am very pleased to know more about him. Sincerely,�

PV2 Arthur Gooch , 101st ABN 506th infantry Curahee, Intelligence Analyst, art200216@yahoo.com�
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Editor's Note: Dick Roberds and Claude Newland have responded to Arthur and given him general informa-
tion about the Rustics and Emile's interpreter role. Those of you who knew Emile, may want to contact Arthur 
yourself. I'm sure the family will be most appreciative.�

 �
From Barbara Dahlberg, (Sent to Doug Aitken after Doug sent her a copy of the YouTube posting of the 
mission flown by her brother, Doug Norman, Rustic Mike.) 
 
WOW!  This was so awesome to listen to, again. The tears are still welling up in my eyes. Doug  (Rustic 
Mike) brought home this hero tape and I remember listening to all 4 hours of it. "Sam" telling  Rustic Mike 
about the Japanese [suicide] ritual was so sad. And at the other end of this emotional tape (for me) was at the 
beginning when my brother talked about "shooting the bird."  So typical. Doug Aitken, you did a great job 
with this. I have forwarded the link to Rustic Mike's two kids. I know they will be so impressed with their 
dad's contribution. Thanks so much for posting this very important piece of history.  I'm so proud to know you 
all - thank you.  Love, Barb [Dahlberg] sister of Doug Norman,  Rustic M. 
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